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	Santa Cruz County  Commission on Justice and Gender

	 
 
 
	 
	701 Ocean St 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 


831-454-3400 (TTY/TDD: 711) 
	  	JAG@santacruzcounty.us 
 
Notice of Public Meeting and Agenda 
Commission on Justice and Gender
 
 
Date:               May 14, 2026 
Time:              12 pm – 1:30 pm
Location:        Simpkins Family Swim Center
         Community Room
         979 17th Ave
Santa Cruz CA 95066
       
Introductory Items
1. Call to Order/ Roll Call (Commissioners) - 1 minute – Chair calls to order, staff takes roll and records time
	Commissioner
	Present/Absent

	Shelby Mason
	Present

	Sasha Morgan
	Present

	Kristie Clemens
	Present

	Sarah Fletcher
	Present

	Tara George
	Present

	Rebecca Garcia
	Present

	Amy Peeler (HSA)
	Present

	Sarah Kocjan
	Present

	Claudia Herrera-Sandoval (HSD for Gloria Carroll)
	Present

	Lynn Boule
	Present

	Celeste Gutierrez
	Absent

	Sheryl Norteye
	Present

	Clara Mandlhate
	Present

	Jesse Silva
	Present

	Lynne Petrovic
	Present

	Hannah Taylor
	Present

	Leeann Luna
	Present



2. Check in: Name and one word for how you are coming to the space today (Informational only) 
Check-In was held.
3. Public Comment 
Any person may address the Commission for a period not to exceed 3 minutes on matters within the jurisdiction of the Commission. Commission members will not take action on or discuss any topic not on today’s agenda, but are permitted to ask staff to follow up and/or place the topic at a future meeting. Public comment will not exceed thirty (30) minutes. If there are additional persons still wishing to address the Commission after this allotted period, public comment may be continued to the last item on the agenda. 
Sarah Marschall reported on the new Coastal Community Justice Center.
Sheryl Norteye reported on Affordable Housing Month.
Jessica (Janus) reported on mobile narcotic treatment services.
Regular Agenda
4. Approve Minutes from the February 12, 2026, meeting (Action Item) - 5 minutes
a. Motion: Lynne Petrovic
b. Second: Sheryl Norteye
c. Ayes:
d. Nayes: none
e. Abstentions: Sasha Morgan, Amy Peeler, Tara George
f. Result: Motion passes with three abstentions

5. Announcements by Commissioners and Subcommittees (or Commissioner Announcements or Reports) – (Informational only)
5.1. Number of women in custody as of May 14, 2026
Kristie Clemens reported:
	30 women incarcerated
	Blaine: 6
Main Jail – E Unit: 14
	Main Jail – C Unit: 7
	Main Jail – O Unit: 3


5.2 . Number of safe releases between February and May 2026 
Esmerelda Torres (Monarch Services) reported:
February: 6 individuals received vouchers for 18 nights
			March: 1 individual received a voucher for 1 night
			April: 4 individuals for 6 nights
	
5.3 . Ad-hoc Fundraising Subcommittee for Mother’s Day Cards & Photos 
Kristie Clemens reported:
	31 women received $10 as of May 14, 2026
27 cards were mailed on behalf of the women
Cards were donated by Walnut Avenue Family & Women Center
	Stamps were donated by Monarch Services
	Polaroid film by Kristie
	$400 stipend donated by Maria Luna and Rosie Ramirez	

6. Nominate and appoint Co-Chairs for a one-year term from May 2026 to April 2027 (Action) 
6.1. Nomination of Hannah Taylor:
a. Motion: Rebecca Garcia
b. Second: Sheryl Norteye:
c. Result: Motion passes unanimously
6.2. Nomination of Sarah Fletcher
a. Motion: Hannah Taylor
b. Second: Sarah Kocjan
c. Result: Motion passes unanimously

7. Direct the Families, Youth & Prevention subcommittee to identify and prepare a speaker for the Lived Experience Presentation in August (Action) 
a. Motion: Hannah Taylor
b. Second: Tara George
c. Result: motion passes unanimously

8. Appoint Meg Yarnell, Deputy Director of Mental Health Services in HSA, to the Housing & Healthcare Subcommittee, and Cassie Gazipura from Monarch Services to the Release & Reentry Subcommittee (Action) 
a. Motion: Sarah Kocjan
b. Second: Hannah Taylor
c. Result: motion passes unanimously

9. Receive and discuss Lived Experience Presentation (Information & Discussion) 
Clara Mandlhate introduced speaker Sandra.
Sandra shared her lived experience with system involvement, barriers to entering and retaining safe housing including domestic violence, addiction, fighting evictions, and physical and structural safety of the housing available to formerly incarcerated people; and answered Commission questions.

10. Review and discuss Commission mission with the Sheriff and take related actions (Discussion and Possible Action) 
Sheriff Chris Clark discussed approach and philosophy to law enforcement, administering care while people are in custody, and responsibilities in the community to keep everyone safe by supporting families, connection, support, and customer service. 

Sheriff Clark expressed concern about “forced contact” with children and visitors. 

Emma Ledvina said forced contact is not the same as the option for women to have contact visits, and it is important to have the opportunity for someone who does not represent law enforcement listen to their experiences.

Sheriff Clark stated that women are not opting for contact visits for several reasons, such not having custody rights or not wanting contact while in custody.

Lynne Petrovic asked how the Commission can fulfill its purpose and work with Sheriff Clark and staff to provide policy recommendations informed by lived experience?

Sheriff Clark proposed that the Commission work with jail staff to provide Commission information to the incarcerated women and let them make the decision whether to visit and share their experiences. If the incarcerated women request the visit by Commissioner, it would be treated as a normal visit.

Sandra stated that it is empowering to have voice and contact with the outside world. 

Sheriff recommended focusing on post-release and increasing capacity outside of custody, asking how can recidivism be prevented? 
· 300 people currently in custody
· 90 people have been booked 46 times

Commissioners and public discussed how going through the jail staff could introduce barriers:  
· Maria Luna (Monarch Services): 
· Monarch is not on the tablet 
· Crisis line now requires a 0, material is not updated
· Must be requested through jail coordinators and not direct access to Monarch Services
· Esmerelda Torres (Monarch Services)
· How are contacting women and their experience without power dynamics interfering? 
· How do we work together to allow people who want to participate to participate? 
· Sandra (lived experience speaker)
· Need money to access tablets and phones
· When support comes to you, it is more helpful than having to track and would be helpful to reintegrate upon release

a. Additional Direction 1: Continue to work with the Sheriff’s Office on communication with and survey of incarcerated women
b. Motion: Lynne Petrovic
c. Second: Hannah Taylor
d. Result: Motion passes unanimously

11. Consider phased implementation of the 2026-27 Workplan and proposed objectives and take related actions (Action) 

Item tabled. 


12. Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 1:30 PM.	 	 
 
 
The County of Santa Cruz does not discriminate on the basis of disability, and no person shall, by reason of a disability, be denied the benefits of its services, programs or activities.  If you wish to attend this meeting and require special assistance to participate, please call 831-454-3400  (TTY/TDD: 711) at least 72 hours in advance to make arrangements.   
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