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Date: April 18, 2017 
Contact: Jason Hoppin  

      Communications Manager 
      831-454-3401 

 

PUBLIC INPUT SOUGHT FOR COUNTY PARKS STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

What do YOU want to see in YOUR County parks? 
 
The Santa Cruz County Parks Department wants to hear from residents as they 
create the County's first Strategic Plan to help guide the future of local parks, 
facilities, coastal access, open spaces, public art and recreation activities in 
unincorporated areas of the county.   
 
County parks provide substantial recreational, cultural, community and economic 
benefits to County residents of all ages. While the County maintains dozens of 
parks offering users a variety of activities, the County has never created a 
community-wide vision to guide the development of parks and park programs to 
assure that the needs of all residents are met.  
 
"These parks belong to the public, and the community should be involved in 
creating a vision for the Department," Santa Cruz County Parks Director Jeff 
Gaffney said. "Through this process, the public will be a part of envisioning the 
future of our wonderful local County parks and programs, and help us co-create 
a healthier, more connected and more vibrant community for all."  
 
The Parks Department is soliciting public feedback through an online survey 
and a series of upcoming public meetings. They are located as follows:  
 

 San Lorenzo Valley - Wednesday, April 26, 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m., Highlands 
County Park, 8500 Highway 9, Ben Lomond (map) 

 

 Watsonville - Thursday, April 27, 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m., Civic Center Community 
Room, 275 Main St. (upstairs) (map) 

 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/8500+State+Rte+9,+Ben+Lomond,+CA+95005/@37.0795525,-122.0828919,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x808e467797a51877:0x787928b2e756f908
https://www.google.com/maps/place/275+Main+St,+Watsonville,+CA+95076/@36.908404,-121.7581273,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x808e1b25035b7d19:0x5e6d7926e4a0e641!8m2!3d36.908404!4d-121.7559386
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 North Coast - Tuesday, May 2, 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m., Pacific Elementary School, 50 
Ocean St, Davenport (map) 

 

 Aptos - Saturday, May 6, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Aptos Village County Park, 100 
Aptos Creek Rd., Aptos (map) 

 

 Live Oak - Thursday, May 11, 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m., Community Room at Simpkins 
Family Swim Center, 979 17th Ave, Santa Cruz (map) 
 

Though not required to attend, residents are encouraged to RSVP for a meeting 
here.  
 
The Parks Department is also making it easier for people to give Strategic Plan 
feedback online. To take a quick survey and give feedback about Santa Cruz 
County Parks' programs, activities, and parks, click here.  
 
To sign up for Strategic Plan updates, click here.  
 
The Parks Department maintains dozens of parks, coastal access points and 
recreational and historic facilities. Three years after reemerging as a standalone 
department following a merger with the Public Works Department due to 
budget cuts, the Parks Department has completed several major new parks and  
improvements, with plans for more in the works.  
 
The Parks Department is also responsible for arts and cultural programs 
(including public art) and activities published in the annual Activity Guide such as 
trips, classes, after school care, summer camps and recreational activities. The 
department also provides fitness, interpretive and volunteer opportunties for 
children, adults and seniors. 
 
For more information, visit http://scparks.com/Home/Parks/StrategicPlan.aspx. 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Pacific+Elementary+School/@37.011809,-122.1966257,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x808e5b4183058915:0xc961970c4a120f8b!8m2!3d37.011809!4d-122.194437
https://www.google.com/maps/place/100+Aptos+Creek+Rd,+Aptos,+CA+95003/@36.9773403,-121.9026699,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x808e15d79345cd45:0xfe1c8fa40342b4e7
https://www.google.com/maps/place/979+17th+Ave,+Santa+Cruz,+CA+95062/@36.9691102,-121.9880583,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x808e154c3a3b6893:0x2b79f01ecf6a7388
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNvVRk9RzOithfwfIdeo2t_tutznTmILLbmnsDK4Sx0Rk6Ag/viewform
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCParksStratPlan
http://scparks.us15.list-manage2.com/subscribe?u=83116c76f0b8ab5a61badda70&id=8683583e10
http://sccdp17.flipmymag.com/
http://scparks.com/Home/Parks/StrategicPlan.aspx

