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In December, the 
Board of Supervi-

sors honored Wat-
sonville Communi-

ty Hospital with a 
proclamation com-

memorating local  
efforts to save the 

hospital from bank-
ruptcy and return it 

to public ownership. 

In This Issue 

• Climate Plan Released 

• Affordability Protections 
for Mobile Homes 

• County Win Two 
Statewide Awards 

• Sustainability Update 
Passed by Board 

Rail Trail Funded to Aptos 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/County-of-Santa-Cruz/723292007816851
https://twitter.com/sccounty/
https://www.instagram.com/countyofsantacruz/


Until we meet again ... 

Congratulations to outgoing supervisors Greg Caput and Ryan Coonerty!   
Twenty years of combined service on the Board of Supervisors have served the 
community well.  

 

 
PLAN RELEASED

http://www.tinyurl.com/2022CAAP
http://www.tinyurl.com/2022CAAP


 

We’re always updating our award-
winning My Santa Cruz County app to 
give you access to anytime, anywhere 
services. Download My Santa Cruz 
County for iTunes and Google Play. 

MY SANTA CRUZ  

County 

Bivalent boosters
available for   
children 5 and up 

Looking for employment?  

www.santacruzcountyjobs.com 

The 2021 Santa Cruz County Crop 
Report shows a 3.4 percent increase 
in overall crop production values 
over the previous year. As in past 
years, strawberries remain the top 
crop in Santa Cruz County, with an 
estimated value of $211,062,000 – 
nearly one-third of the overall esti-
mated crop value of $657,370,000.  

All berries, including strawberries, 
raspberries and blackberries, repre-
sent 60 percent of the total gross 
productions value for Santa Cruz 
County.  Nursery stock, including cut 
flowers and cut greens, bounced 
back from the COVID-19 pandemic 
with an overall increase of 14 percent 
in gross value, to $136,730,000.  

Excellent conditions also made 2021 
a banner year for wine grapes, with 
high yields leading to a gross value 
increase of 65 percent, to $7,926,000.  

This report shows signs that the  local 
agricultural industry began to return 

to normal in 2021. Vegetable produc-
tion was also up, with an overall val-
ue of $95,848,000, a 7.1 percent in-
crease from 2020.  

Organic farming saw declines in 2021 
in total acreage and in value, with an 
estimated gross value of $110,310,000 
representing an 18.7 percent decline 
from the previous year. Organic 
acreage and value can change from 
year to year and some of this 
change can be attributed to crop 
rotations and types of commodities 
grown.   

The mission of the Santa Cruz County 
Department of Agriculture is to serve 
the public's interest by ensuring eq-
uity in the marketplace, promoting 
and protecting agriculture, assuring 
environmental quality, and protect-
ing the health, safety and welfare of 
Santa Cruz County's residents.  

The full report is available in English 
and Spanish at www.agdept.com. 

Crop report shows healthy 
growth in local production 

https://sccappstore.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/
https://sccappstore.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/
https://www.santacruzhealth.org/coronavirusvaccine
https://www.santacruzhealth.org/coronavirusvaccine
https://www.santacruzhealth.org/coronavirus
http://www.santacruzcountyjobs.com


 

The Santa Cruz County Board of Su-
pervisors voted to bolster affordabil-
ity protections for residents of mobile 
home parks.  
     Mobile homes are a critical com-
ponent of Santa Cruz County’s hous-
ing stock, particularly for lower-
income residents, the elderly and 
others on fixed incomes. General and 
social rent adjustments are governed 
by Sec. 13.31 of Santa Cruz County 
Code. New rules adopted this week 
help residents be enacting additional 
limits for any rent increases and add 
protections for residents by providing 
for a neutral third-party to help en-
courage settlement of any disputes 
over special rent increases. 
     The item was brought forward by 

Supervisors Zach Friend and Manu 
Koenig.  
   “Access to affordable housing im-
pacts everyone in our community, 
including families, seniors and vul-
nerable populations,” Friend said. “By 
enacting these reasonable changes, 
we can protect both residents and 
mobile home park operators from 
costly disputes while keeping the 
cost of housing from spiraling out of 
control.”  
     Specifically, the ordinance ties fu-
ture rent increases to the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) rather than allowing 
annual 10 percent increases as cur-
rently allowed under County Code. 
Historically, the CPI has been well un-
der 10 percent.  

     While existing code does allow 
special rent increases above those 
allowed by statute under certain 
conditions, the new rules implement 
several steps to help avoid a costly 
court dispute, including an option for 
both sides to accept the analysis of a 
third-party expert and the use of a 
hearing officer to help facilitate set-
tlement.  
     The independent third-party ex-
pert must be someone with no finan-
cial interest in the matter and the 
cost of the expert is split evenly be-
tween the park owner and the space 
fee fund, an annual rate set by the 
Board and paid by mobile home 
owners for costs associated with the 
Rent Adjustment Ordinance.   

The County of Santa Cruz is pleased to 
announce it has been awarded two 
Challenge Awards by the California 
State Association of Counties, the or-
ganization’s highest honor. 

The County was honored for its inter-
active budget website and a county-
wide, cross-jurisdictional effort to ex-
amine local criminal justice policies 
and practices. The awards were cho-
sen from 370 entries across the State, 
while Santa Cruz County was one of 14 
counties to be honored and one of four 
to receive multiple awards. 

“These awards are an endorsement of 
the work we are doing on behalf of res-
idents,” County Administrative Officer 
Carlos Palacios said. “It is gratifying to 
see our efforts to create positive 
change for local residents recognized 
on a statewide level.”  

One award was for a first-of-its-kind 
policy review of local criminal justice 
policies led by the Criminal Justice 
Council (CJC). The independent review 
was conducted by Applied Survey Re-
search and examined policies in five 

local law enforcement 
agencies such as use of 
force, body cam footage 
disclosure, implicit bias 
and de-escalation training, 
use of restraints and more. 
The effort was led by CJC 
Chair and Santa Cruz 
County Supervisor Zach 
Friend and newly elected 
Supervisor Justin Cum-
mings.   

“When done well, law en-
forcement policies can 
build transparency and 
trust within the communi-
ties they serve,” Supervisor Friend said. 
“We believe we have created a nation-
al model for looking at how use-of-
force and transparency policies and 
hope that other jurisdictions follow our 
blueprint for their communities.”  

Another award was for the County’s 
online, interactive budget website, al-
lowing residents to intuitively follow 
county budgeting in depth and see 
how it connects to strategic and oper-

ational objectives. The website is avail-
able at this link. 

“A budget is a statement of values, but 
most budget documents are difficult to 
follow for residents. By providing it as 
an interactive site within our Strategic 
Plan, we made our budget decisions 
more accessible, either on your phone 
or computer, and showed our commu-
nity how it supports our values,” County 
Budget Manager Marcus Pimentel said.  



Board UnanimouslyAdopts Sustainability Update  
First County general plan update in nearly three decades 



Quick Guide 
Citizens rely on county gov-
ernment for many needed 
services. Use this handy 
guide to find who to call, or 
come find us on the web at: 
www.santacruzcounty.us. 
 
Main Number 
(831) 454-2000 
 
Board of Supervisors 
(831) 454-2200 
 
Agricultural Commissioner 
(831) 763-8080 
 
Animal Services 
(831) 454-7303 
 
Assessor’s Office 
(831) 454-2002 
 
Benefits 
(888) 421-8080 
 
County Clerk/Elections 
(831) 454-2060 
 
Economic Development 
(831) 454-2728  
 
Environmental Health 
(831) 454-2022 
 
Health Services Agency 
(831) 454-4800 
 
Parks and Recreation 
(831) 454-7900 
 
Planning Department 
(831) 454-2580 
 
Public Works 
(831) 454-2160 
 
Recycling Information 
(831) 454-2333 
 
Sheriff/Coroner 
(831) 471-1121 
(call 911 if emergency) 
 
Superior Court 
(831) 763-8060 
 
Tax Collections 
(831) 454-2510 

Meet Your Supervisor 

Manu Koenig 
District 1 includes Live 

Oak, Summit Road 
Soquel and parts of 

Capitola and Santa Cruz. 

Zach Friend 
District 2 includes 

Aptos, Corralitos, part 
of Capitola and the 

South County coast. 

Justin  
District 3 includes 

much of Santa Cruz 
and the North Coast. 

 

District 4 includes most 
of Watsonville and the 

Pajaro Valley. 

Bruce  
District 5 includes the 
San Lorenzo Valley, 

Scotts Valley and parts 
of Santa Cruz. 

Click on each supervisor to learn more about them and their responsibilities, including how to reach them during constituent office hours.  

STORMS BATTER COAST, COUNTY 

https://santacruzcounty.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District1.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District2.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District2.aspx
https://santacruzcounty.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District3.aspx
https://santacruzcounty.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District4.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District5.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District5.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District1.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District3.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District4.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District5.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District2.aspx
http://www.santacruzcounty.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District2.aspx

