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In November, the 
Board of Supervi-

sors voted to re-
quire retailers to 

charge 25 cents for 
disposable to-go 

cups. The ground-
breaking law goes 
into effect in sum-
mer 2020. Santa 
Cruz County has 
been a leader in 

policies that protect 
the environment 

and fight climate 
change.  

 

In This Issue 

• Portola Drive Project 

• Aptos Skate Facility 

• Homeless Memorial 

• Pajaro River Flood Pro-
ject Reaches Milestone 

• Affordable Housing at 
1500 Capitola is Coming 

• South County               
Behavioral Health 

A forgotten  mu-

ral was   recently 

uncovered in the 

County Building 

at 701 Ocean St. 

Do you know the 

story behind the 

artwork? Email 

us and let us 

know!  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/County-of-Santa-Cruz/723292007816851
https://twitter.com/sccounty/
mailto:%20pio@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:%20pio@santacruzcounty.us


 

Looking for some-

thing to do? 

Whether you’re 8 

or 85, the ‘19-’20 

Parks Depart-

ment’s Activity 

Guide is a great 

place to start. 

Check it out! 

The County of Santa Cruz is pleased 

to announce a $1 million grant to sup-

port youth reentry back into the com-

munity and strengthen support net-

works to avoid future involvement 

with the justice system.  

Ranked as the top proposal statewide 

by the Board of State and Community 

Corrections, the Santa Cruz County 

Probation Department grant will pro-

vide $350,000 annually for three 

years for the Stable Transitions After 

Reentry program, providing in-

custody, reentry, and aftercare ser-

vices to justice-involved youth that 

build on the County’s leadership role 

on youth justice issues.  

“The County is committed to under-

standing and responding to the fac-

tors that contribute to youth involve-

ment in our justice system, and the 

result has been a long-term decline in 

youth crime rates,” Probation Chief 

Fernando Giraldo said. “This grant 

will allow us to expand on that work 

and continue making Santa Cruz 

County a better and safer place for all 

our residents.”  

In addition to youth services for those 

up to age 26 confined for both long 

and short periods of time, the pro-

posal includes parent/teen mediation 

and a parenting program for parents 

and other caregivers. Eligible partici-

pants include those at Juvenile Hall, 

Juvenile Ranch, Short Term Residen-

tial Therapeutic Programs, and De-

partment of Juvenile Justice facilities, 

as well as youth who have been tak-

en into custody but released within 72 

hours of being detained.  

Grant funding is provided through the 

Title II Grant Program of the Juvenile 

Justice and Delinquency Prevention 

Act, administered by the U.S. Office 

of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention by awarding grants to 

states to support delinquency preven-

tion and juvenile justice system im-

provement. The Board of State and 

Community Corrections administers 

California’s Title II awards.  

Rowland Rebele, left, and Richard Novak, right, helped make a new skate park possible. 

County nabs $1M 
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We’re always updating our award-

winning My Santa Cruz County app to 

give you access to anytime, anywhere 

services. Download My Santa Cruz 

County for iTunes and Google Play. 

MY SANTA CRUZ  

County 

Looking for employment?  

www.santacruzcountyjobs.com 

On Dec. 6, many partners came togeth-

er to celebrate the County's new South 

County behavioral health facility, which 

helps fulfill the County’s strategic objec-

tives of promoting a safe and healthy 

community for and increasing access to 

integrated mental health, substance 

use disorder and health care services. 

The new facility is dedi-

cated to serving all popu-

lations, including adults 

and children, families, 

young adults and more, 

and will serve as a base 

for a variety of County 

behavioral health services 

and programs, including 

the County's first-ever mobile mental 

health unit designed to address the 

needs of children. 

Thank you to everyone who came out, 

including the Health Improvement Part-

nership, Mental Health Advisory Board, 

Watsonville dignitaries and many more. 

A commitment to South County 

behavioral health services 

https://sccappstore.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/
https://sccappstore.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/
http://www.santacruzcountyjobs.com


www.2020census.gov/jobs. 

 In November, the Animal Shelter’s Benefit Shop on Felt Street celebrated the debut of 

a new mural by artist Janice Serilla. The colorful, whimsical mural portrays the many 

different species that SCCAS serves as the County’s only open-admission, full-

service animal shelter. For more, go to www.scanimalshelter.org. 

The Santa Cruz County Board of Supervi-
sors on Nov. 8 unanimously approved a 
mixed-use development near 17th Ave-
nue and Capitola Road that will include 
community-serving medical and dental 
clinics, a public plaza, and 57 units of 
affordable rental homes.  

Located on property owned by the Coun-
ty’s former redevelopment agency, the 3.7
-acre site was the subject of numerous 
community meetings and earned wide-
spread approval as a model mixed-use 
development that addresses the housing 
crisis, health care gaps and community 
open space needs. The development is 
being led by MidPen Housing, which de-
veloped, owns and manages 13 afforda-
ble housing communities throughout San-
ta Cruz County.  

“This represents an unprecedented oppor-
tunity to provide community services and 
address the needs of the Live Oak com-
munity,” Supervisor John Leopold said. “I 
would like to thank the hundreds of com-
munity members who came together to 
help shape this future community. It is 
great that there will be a special prefer-
ence for people who live and work in San-
ta Cruz County and Live Oak.”  

The 57 affordable rental apartments will 

be developed, 
owned and oper-
ated by MidPen 
Housing, and 
include a com-
munity room 
with a kitchen 
and computers, 
a manager’s 
apartment, 
space for an 
academically-
based After 
School Program 
for children, a 
laundry room, a 
property management office, a garden 
and a secure bicycle storage room. The 
Board also directed that the development 
be energy self-sufficient. 

“I am beyond excited to reach this stage,” 
said Betsy Wilson, Director of Special 
Projects for MidPen Housing. “We under-
stand the dire need for quality, affordable 
housing throughout Santa Cruz County, 
and we are thrilled to once again be part 
of the solution.”  

The 11,000-square-foot dental clinic will 
be operated by Dientes Community Den-
tal, which has provided oral health care to 
low-income children, adults and seniors 

for more than 25 years. The 18,000-
square-foot medical clinic will be operated 
by Santa Cruz Community Health Cen-
ters, which has offered affordable, com-
prehensive services to Santa Cruz County 
for 45 years. The proposed public plaza 
including a sunken green space, seating, 
sculptures and an interpretive historical 
installation honoring Robert Merriman and 
the history of the site. Merriman, who 
once lived on the site, fought fascism in 
Spain as commander of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade, and was the inspiration 
for the fictional character Robert Jordan in 
Ernest Hemmingway’s “For Whom the 
Bell Tolls.” 

https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.html
https://www.scanimalshelter.org


The Homeless Action 

Partnership increased 

overall local shelter ca-

pacity by 30 percent in 

time for the winter sea-

son, serving a variety of 

homeless populations.  

The $7 million plan  in-

cludes emergency shel-

ter at three sites operat-

ed by Salvation Army 

Santa Cruz Corps, a new 

Safe Spaces parking 

program, increased fund-

ing for Monarch Ser-

vices’ domestic violence 

shelter, funding for Hous-

ing Matters' Paul Lee 

Loft and increased ca-

pacity for the Association 

of Faith Communities' 

rotating shelter program, 

funding to divert hun-

dreds of residents from 

becoming homeless and 

incentives for landlords 

to offer permanent hous-

ing to homeless individu-

als.  

The contracts formalize an expan-

sion in shelter capacity to 549 

spaces while building out pro-

gramming needed to prevent 

homelessness and assist in the 

transition from shelter to perma-

nent housing. In partnership with 

the County and partner cities, the 

Homeless Action Partnership is 

studying ways to further address 

the crisis of homelessness.  

"This represents an important step 

forward, from a triage system that 

offered temporary solutions and 

toward a system of shelter and 

services capable of addressing 

our homelessness crisis by offer-

ing meaningful solutions for 

homeless individuals and our 

community," said Rayne Perez, 

Santa Cruz County's Homeless 

Services Coordinator.  

Shelter capacity up 30% 

About 100 

gathered at 

Harvey 

West Park’s 

clubhouse 

to recognize 

58 home-

less people 

who died  in 

2019.  

https://youtu.be/X8ML4iMz8ZQ
https://youtu.be/X8ML4iMz8ZQ


Quick Guide 
Citizens rely on county gov-
ernment for many needed 
services. Use this handy 
guide to find who to call, or 
come find us on the web at: 
www.santacruzcounty.us. 

 

Main Number 
(831) 454-2000 
 
Board of Supervisors 
(831) 454-2200 
 
Agricultural Commissioner 
(831) 763-8080 
 
Animal Services 
(831) 454-7303 
 
Assessor’s Office 
(831) 454-2002 
 
Benefits 
(888) 421-8080 
 
County Clerk/Elections 
(831) 454-2060 
 
Economic Development 
(831) 454-2728  
 
Environmental Health 
(831) 454-2022 
 
Health Services Agency 
(831) 454-4800 
 
Parks and Recreation 
(831) 454-7900 
 
Planning Department 
(831) 454-2580 

 

Public Works 
(831) 454-2160 
 
Recycling Information 
(831) 454-2333 
 
Sheriff/Coroner 
(831) 471-1121 
(call 911 if emergency) 
 
Superior Court 
(831) 763-8060 

 

Tax Collections 
(831) 454-2510 

Meet Your Supervisor 

John Leopold 
District 1 includes Live 

Oak, Summit Road 
Soquel and parts of 

Capitola and Santa Cruz. 

Zach Friend 
District 2 includes 

Aptos, Corralitos, part 
of Capitola and the 

South County coast. 

Ryan Coonerty 
District 3 includes 

much of Santa Cruz 
and the North Coast. 

 

Greg Caput 
District 4 includes most 
of Watsonville and the 

Pajaro Valley. 

Bruce  
District 5 includes the 
San Lorenzo Valley, 

Scotts Valley and parts 
of Santa Cruz. 

Click on each supervisor to learn more about them and their responsibilities, including how to reach them during constituent office hours.  

On Dec. 10th, the Santa Cruz County Board 

of Supervisors unanimously approved a 33- 

unit mixed-use development that meets the 

County’s strategic objectives of increasing 

access to housing and jobs while supporting 

development that reduces environmental 

impacts.  

Located along Portola Drive between 40th 

and 38th avenues, the two- and three-story 

project is the first 

approved under the 

County’s new en-

hanced density bo-

nus law, and in-

cludes four afforda-

ble rental units 

available to very low

-income house-

holds. Enhancing 

density reduces 

urban sprawl, helps 

protect water re-

sources, enhances 

the walkability of the 

neighborhood and 

encourages use of 

bicycles and public 

transit.  

The project also ex-

tends the pedestrian-

friendly development along 41st avenue 

onto Portola Drive. Ground-floor commercial 

and restaurant tenant spaces have been 

designed to be open and inviting, with high 

ceilings and extensive storefront windows 

that will open directly onto an extended 

sidewalk with landscaping and tree planting. 

All parking will be located behind and under 

the building where it will be screened from 

public view.  

The project included public input and is con-

sistent with the Pleasure Point Commercial 

Corridor planning process. Several 

measures to protect the surrounding neigh-

borhood have been included in the project 

design, including tree plantings along the 

site perimeter and concrete sound walls.  

In December 2018, the Board of Supervi-

sors approved an enhanced density bonus 

ordinance in accordance with state law al-

lowing developments to increase residential 

density up to 50 percent for qualified mixed-

income projects, and up to 75 percent for 

housing projects that are 100 percent af-

fordable.  

Density bonuses are widely recognized as a 

way to increase housing access without 

public subsi , including housing afforda-

ble to low- and very low-income residents

Development proposal at 40th Avenue and Portola Drive.  
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