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Monterey Bay 
Community 

Power residen-
tial service began 

July 1. County 
Supervisor 

Bruce McPher-
son led the 

charge to estab-
lish a locally 

owned energy 
utility to serve the 

Monterey Bay, 
which now pro-
vides power for 

residents and 
businesses such 
as the Monterey 

Bay Aquarium. 

The Board of Supervisors deliberates on the 2018-19 Budget.   

https://www.facebook.com/pages/County-of-Santa-Cruz/723292007816851
https://twitter.com/sccounty/
http://countyofsantacruzbudget.public.simplersystems.net/info.html


 

Looking for some-

thing to do? 

Whether you’re 8 

or 85, the ‘18-’19 

Parks Depart-

ment’s Activity 

Guide is a great 

place to start. 

Check it out! 

For some, a 
chance to fulfill 
American dream 
 

On June 1, dozens of hopefuls gathered 
at Rio Sands Motel for a drawing that 
would determine whether they would be 
eligible to buy a below-market apartment 
home in one of the least affordable hous-

ing markets in the U.S.  

Under the County’s inclusionary housing 
rules, five units (and eventually 10)  will 
be available in the Aptos Village project, 
with one-, two– and three-bedroom 
homes beginning at around $300,000 for 

income-qualified families.  

One of the names that came up was Star 
Luna, a single mother of two with chil-
dren already in Aptos elementary 
schools. A human resource manager, 
Luna said buying a home has been a life-

long dream.. 

More affordable housing is desperately 
needed across Santa Cruz County. Fire-
fighters, teachers and others who work to 
make Santa Cruz County a wonderful 
place to live deserve to share in that 
bounty. Congratulations, Star. We're very 

happy for you! 

Watch a video of Luna’s reaction. 

FREE 
EVENTS 
THROUGH-
OUT JULY 
FOR PARKS 
AND REC 
MONTH 

MORE INFO: 
www.scparks.com 

Star Luna’s name was drawn in the lot-

tery for Aptos Village affordable housing.  

Operate a hosted rental?  

Through Sept. 17, operators of exist-

ing short-term hosted rental business-

es may apply for a license to comply 

with a new County ordinance. After 

that date, registrations in the unincor-

porated area will be limited to no more 

than 250. If you supplement income 

by renting out a room, register today 

to assure you get a license. 

http://sccp18.flipmymag.com/
http://sccp18.flipmymag.com/
https://youtu.be/GxQXJ796_Ec
http://www.scparks.com/Home/RecreationPrograms/SpecialEvents/JulyisParksRecreationMonthChallenge.aspx
http://www.scparks.com
http://www.sccoplanning.com/PlanningHome/ZoningDevelopment/HostedRentals.aspx


Board approves County’s 

first-ever Strategic Plan

 

We’ve always updating our award-

winning Citizen Connect app to give you 

access to anytime, anywhere services. 

Download Citizen Connect for iTunes 

and Google Play. 

Citizen 
Connect 

 
 
 
 

Cannabis licensing 
officially underway 
 

Looking for employment?  

www.santacruzcountyjobs.com 

County Administrative Officer Carlos 

Palacios is pleased to announce the 

release of the County’s first-ever Strate-

gic Plan.  

Based on input from thousands of resi-

dents and County employees during the 

“Vision Santa Cruz County” Process, 

the Strategic Plan was approved by the 

Board  June 26, and will be used as a 

blueprint to guide County operations 

and resources for the next six years.  

The Strategic Plan includes a Vision, 

Mission and set of values, along with 

specific focus areas and goals. The 

focus areas include: Comprehensive 

Health & Safety, Attainable Housing, 

Reliable Transportation, Sustainable 

Environment, Dynamic Economy and 

County Operational Excellence.  

"Strategic planning was one of my first 

initiatives, and I'm pleased to see the 

community's vision expressed in this 

plan. We know there are challenges 

ahead as we improve County opera-

tions and the quality of life for all Santa 

Cruz County residents. We expect this 

document will serve as a guide as we 

rise to meet those challenges," Palacios 

said.  

Within each focus are a set of four 

goals. For example, the community’s 

top priority was the high cost of housing 

in Santa Cruz County. The four goals in 

“Attainable Housing” are: Partner to 

develop affordable housing, lower barri-

ers to housing solutions, and access 

new funding sources; Sustain and reju-

venate communities by integrating plac-

es to live, work and play; Increase and 

diversify housing options through smart 

growth programs, adaptive reuse and 

innovation; and Expand services to 

reduce homelessness and increase 

housing stability. 

These goals will be used to create an 

action plan and performance measure-

ments. They will be embedded into eve-

rything the County does, including 

Board of Supervisors agendas and the 

County Budget process.  

Public input in this process mattered. 

Through community meetings, online 

surveys, emails, phone calls and more, 

thousands helped shape the County’s 

Strategic Plan. It represents the highest 

ideals of the community, and everyone 

who participated helped make the plan 

better, more complete and more reflec-

tive of the community’s needs. . 

To download a copy of the Strategic 

Plan, please visit: 

 www.santacruzcounty.us/sp.  

https://sccappstore.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/
http://www.santacruzcounty.us/CannabisLicensingOffice.aspx
http://www.santacruzcounty.us/CannabisLicensingOffice.aspx
http://www.santacruzcountyjobs.com
http://www.santacruzcounty.us/sp


New Rountree facility focuses on 

inmate rehabilitation, reentry   
Santa Cruz County Sheriff Jim Hart is not like 

other sheriffs across California. While presiding 

over declining crime rates in Santa Cruz County, 

he has been a leading voice for policies that 

protect the people of Santa Cruz County by em-

bracing diversity and reducing recidivism.  

Hart was the first sheriff in California to endorse 

SB 54, the so-called “Sanctuary State” bill. Solv-

ing crime takes cooperation from all sectors of 

the community including undocumented immi-

grants, and Hart wants to make sure all victims 

come forward regardless of immigration status.  

In May, the County opened the new Rountree 

Detention Facility. The $25 million project re-

envisions a dilapidated medium-security jail, 

adding space for a variety of educational and 

vocational program areas, interview and coun-

seling rooms, classrooms, indoor recreational 

areas, and improved areas for visitors.  

The Rehabilitation and Re-Entry facility is part of 

a tiered incarceration plan for inmates who have 

demonstrated their commitment to changing 

their lives.  

“We believe strongly that preparing incarcerated 

persons for release not only decreases the likeli-

hood they may reoffend but will help them be-

come more productive members of our commu-

nity,” Hart said. 

For a decade, Santa Cruz County has  
worked to eradicate polystyrene (also 
known as Styrofoam) from the environ-
ment. Those efforts took a leap forward 
recently with the County's first shipment of 
recycled polystyrene.  

By prohibiting polystyrene food service 
containers and banning the sale of all 
polystyrene products (the first in the U.S. 

to do so) we’ve made an instant improve-
ment to coastal environments and other 
natural areas. Working with Grey Bears, 
we’ve now begun recycling the polysty-
rene we can’t otherwise capture, shipping 
10 tons of densified polystyrene off for 
reuse. “This service is another reflection 
of our community's priorities in environ-
mental protection," Santa Cruz County 
Board Chair Zach Friend said.  

The new Rountree Facility was dedicated in May, adding beds and providing 

ample space for offender rehabilitation.  

For more on the Santa Cruz 

County Sheriff’s Office, go 

to www.scsheriff.com.  

http://www.scsheriff.com/


New Felton Library and Nature Park takes shape with grants, bids 

The new Felton Library and 
Nature Park got good news 
recently with an additional 
$1 million state grant 
thanks to Assemblymember 
Mark Stone, and another 
$395,000 grant from State 
Parks. Construction bids on 
the project are due July 26. 

Pairing outdoor education 
with modern library ser-
vices, the project would 
replace an aging and histor-
ic structure that would be 
preserved for other uses. 

Primary funding for the new 
library project is from Meas-
ure S, the voter approved 
library parcel tax.  

The project will include an 
outdoor learning space, 
interactive nature discovery 
zones, and an interpretive 
nature loop trail. County 
partners include Felton 
Library Friends, the Santa 
Cruz Public Library, the 
County Department of Pub-
lic Works, and the San Lo-
renzo Valley Water District.  

https://www.ebidboard.com/public/projects/showproject.asp?mbrguid=%7bA15DE033-1DE6-4FD7-A33E-49E4DCDE243B%7d&projectguid=%7bF9AD2357-6A16-4F63-A61B-B3A0EA179588%7d
https://www.ebidboard.com/public/projects/showproject.asp?mbrguid=%7bA15DE033-1DE6-4FD7-A33E-49E4DCDE243B%7d&projectguid=%7bF9AD2357-6A16-4F63-A61B-B3A0EA179588%7d
http://www.feltonlibraryfriends.org/
http://www.feltonlibraryfriends.org/


Quick Guide 
Citizens rely on county gov-
ernment for many needed 
services. Use this handy 
guide to find who to call, or 
come find us on the web at: 
www.santacruzcounty.us. 

 

Main Number 
(831) 454-2000 
 
Board of Supervisors 
(831) 454-2200 
 
Agricultural Commissioner 
(831) 763-8080 
 
Animal Services 
(831) 454-7303 
 
Assessor’s Office 
(831) 454-2002 
 
Benefits 
(888) 421-8080 
 
County Clerk/Elections 
(831) 454-2060 
 
Economic Development 
(831) 454-2728  
 
Environmental Health 
(831) 454-2022 
 
Health Services Agency 
(831) 454-4800 
 
Parks and Recreation 
(831) 454-7900 
 
Planning Department 
(831) 454-2580 

 

Public Works 
(831) 454-2160 
 
Recycling Information 
(831) 454-2333 
 
Sheriff/Coroner 
(831) 471-1121 
(call 911 if emergency) 
 
Superior Court 
(831) 763-8060 

 

Tax Collections 
(831) 454-2510 

Meet Your Supervisor 

John Leopold 
District 1 includes Live 

Oak, Summit Road 
Soquel and parts of 

Capitola and Santa Cruz. 

Zach Friend 
District 2 includes 

Aptos, Corralitos, part 
of Capitola and the 

South County coast. 

Ryan Coonerty 
District 3 includes 

much of Santa Cruz 
and the North Coast. 

 

Greg Caput 
District 4 includes most 
of Watsonville and the 

Pajaro Valley. 

Bruce  
District 5 includes the 
San Lorenzo Valley, 

Scotts Valley and parts 
of Santa Cruz. 

Click on each supervisor to learn more about them and their responsibilities, including how to reach them during constituent office hours.  

In Santa Cruz County, the local share of 

$5 billion in annual statewide funds for 

roads available through SB1, the Road 

Repair and Accountability Act, are help-

ing rebuild our transportation system 

following the winter storms of 2017.  

What do these funds do? With a price 

tag for storm repairs in excess of $120 

million and federal requirements that 

local governments match a portion of the 

cost, they are rebuilding our roads while 

protecting critical services elsewhere in 

the community. Without SB1, the road to 

recovery would be much longer, and  

would have imperiled other County pro-

jects and programs.  

Due in major part to SB1, several priority 

road repair projects have already been 

completed, including Valencia Road, 

Soquel-San Jose Road, Glenwood Drive, 

Soquel Drive in Aptos Village and more. 

The map above shows the location of all 

SB1 projects in the coming fiscal year. 

There is likely one in your neighborhood.  

SB1 will provide $115 million to Santa 

Cruz County’s local governments, in-

cluding the County and all four cities, 

over the next 10 years. In addition to 

those funds, additional grants would be 

available for road and alternative trans-

portation projects, such as a recent 

$476,000 grant to help repair Granite 

Creek Road and Branciforte Drive.  

A repeal of SB1, which derives funding 

partly through gas taxes, will be on the 

November ballot.  

SB1 at work on local roads 

http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District1.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District1.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District2.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District2.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District3.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District3.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District4.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District4.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District5.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District5.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District1.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District3.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District4.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District5.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District2.aspx
http://www.santacruzcounty.us/Government/BoardofSupervisors/District2.aspx

